
 

Lineage Workshop – July 1, 2020 

Program Application for Affiliates 

 

Opportunity  

Nurture the budding paleontologists in your community while building capacity in your organization to 

offer new and engaging fossil-based experiences for the whole family and connecting with other 

educators. Through a National Science Foundation grant, the Smithsonian’s National Museum of 

Natural History (NMNH) and Twin Cities Public Television are offering a full-day workshop on 

Wednesday, July 1, 2020, exclusively to Smithsonian Affiliates. The workshop will help educators and 

public programming staff consider ways to enhance family programming in their communities.  

 

The workshop takes place Wednesday, July 1, the day after the Smithsonian Affiliations National 

Conference concludes on June 30 in Washington, D.C. It is part of a project called Lineage, a 

comprehensive educational media and outreach initiative that will engage families in learning about 

paleontology and evolution, and help them come to see the connections between the past, present, and 

future of life on Earth. Together, the project partners have co-designed a series of dynamic and 

connected STEM learning experiences that include hands-on activities and a PBS film When Whales 

Walked. Workshop participants will learn about the core principles, practices, research and 

development process that guided the creation of Lineage. The Project Team, in turn, will gain 

perspective from Affiliate participants on the usefulness of the learning materials and how they might 

be adapted for their local communities. One possible outcome of this workshop is the creation of a 

distributed learning community of informal science educators. 

 

The Lineage professional development opportunity includes: 

● A one-day workshop at the Smithsonian. 

● A pre-workshop and post-workshop webinar. 

● Hands-on exploration and training of select fossil-based activities which will be available for 

download on the NMNH website beginning in April. 

● A subaward of $711 per participant to offset registration costs, lodging, and meals. 

 

Award recipients will be selected through a competitive process, and will be required to: 

1. Attend a one-day workshop at the National Museum of Natural History led by Smithsonian 

educators on July 1, 2020. 

2. Sign an expectations form acknowledging and agreeing to the requirements of participation. 

3. Complete a pre- and post-workshop evaluation survey. 

4. Participate in one pre- and one post-workshop video conference (webinar). 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

 

Please make sure you have gathered all the below information BEFORE beginning the online form. 

You cannot save and return once the application is started.  

 

Applicant Information 

Name  

Title 

Email 

Work Phone 

Organization Name 

Organization Address 

 

Application Materials 

• Current resume (not to exceed 2 pages) 

• Certification form signed by Director or supervisor 

Download form here- https://affiliations.si.edu/wp-content/uploads/PDFs/lineage-certification-

form.pdf  

• Application Essay: Essay should be no more than 2 pages total and address the following: 

a. Provide a brief overview of your museum. 

b. Describe your museum’s current family programming.  

c. How might the Lineage activities be integrated into or expand your current 

programming? 

d. How will participating in this workshop add capacity to your organization and its ability 

to deliver informal science education to families? 

 

Application form -  https://affiliations.si.edu/lineage-workshop-form/ 
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