
SPRINGFIELD MUSEUMS ASSOCIATION 

 

CURATOR OF ASTRONOMY (35 hours per week) 

 

Posting FY 2019-03 

 

August 31, 2018 

 

POSITION SUMMARY 

The Curator of Astronomy is a management position responsible for upgrading, developing, promoting 

and overseeing the Observatory, Planetarium and Starlab, and the temporary and permanent exhibitions 

related to this discipline. The Curator of Astronomy will: present educational programs, presentations 

and events that integrate scientific content with entertaining formats; secure financial support for the 

Planetarium through grants, sponsorships and individual donations; serve as a dynamic and engaging 

spokesperson for astronomy programs; and perform other duties, primarily those pertaining to 

astronomy.  This position reports to the Director of the Science Museum. 

 

 

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

Essential functions of the position include but are not limited to the following: 

 

Assume responsibility for curatorial services in the area of astronomy. Plan, coordinate, and direct the 

operation of the planetarium.  

 

In collaboration with the Science Museum Director, review and update the mission, goals, and 

objectives for the Seymour Planetarium, Starlab and related exhibitions. The Curator of Astronomy is 

responsible for developing a strategic plan for Astronomy programs that will increase attendance for all 

astronomy programming and raise revenues through ticketed admissions and funding from grants, 

sponsorships and donations.  

 

Research technology and product options for updating the Planetarium and Observatory, including 

installation of a new dome and other outdated equipment.  Work with the Director of Science through 

all phases of planning, redesign, and operation in order to establish priorities, timelines and long-term 

planning for future maintenance and equipment upgrades. 

 

Build or procure necessary equipment to produce Planetarium shows and/or demonstrations. Search 

and select Planetarium show options; arrange for installation and adaptation of shows to offer 

continuous new visual content. Develop and build special effects; when necessary write scripts to 

enhance shows. 

  

Monitor and maintain operational viability of Observatory, Planetarium, Starlab and interactive 

equipment by repairing equipment, or arranging for service when necessary. Compile necessary data 

files for technical reference; maintain supply inventory; as well as current slide, video, music, and 

information libraries. 

 

With the approval of the Director of the Science Museum, plan, research, develop and implement 

permanent and temporary exhibits associated with astronomy.  Supervise design and installation of 

exhibitions, schedule work and establish a completion date.  Monitor the specific project budget.   

 

Identify, seek, develop, and maintain relationships with potential donors as a source of financial 

support through private donations, grants and sponsorships for upcoming and future projects and 

programs. Cultivate and maintain good working relationship with organizations and major stakeholders 

for the purposes of fundraising, including major gifts for special projects and development of museum 

exhibitions. Work with STARS Club members and others in the community to increase public 

appreciation of the Planetarium, Observatory, Starlab and related exhibitions. 



 

Identify and introduce improvements to enhance existing programs and services.  Develop new efforts 

consistent with goals and objectives, obtaining necessary approvals to realize changes and taking 

corrective action when necessary to resolve the situation.   

 

Actively engage the public, serving as the spokesperson for the planetarium. Develop contacts with 

local, state and the national community to enhance efforts of the Planetarium/Astronomy programs and 

the Springfield Museums.  

 

Plan, develop, organize and present astronomy activities and programs including those offered through 

the Education Department.  Coordinate production and scheduling of school programs with the 

Education Department. Present lectures/seminars to various groups; teach adult courses sponsored by 

the Museum; assist and/or advise other staff members on matters related to astronomy. 

 

Work with the Education department, particularly the docents, to provide training of new planetarium 

shows and exhibitions.  

 

As requested, assist with displaying existing collection items according to established themes and 

policies.  

 

Assist in the planning, preparing, monitoring and administering of the planetarium budget, including 

recommending opportunities to grow and develop new revenue streams. 

 

Recruit, train, and supervise volunteers, interns, temporary and part-time contractual staff, schedule 

show times and personnel coverage.  Manage non-astronomy use of planetarium for special events, 

facilities rental programs or other activities.  Oversee and expand the Volunteer programs for the 

Planetarium/Astronomy programs.                                                        

 

Maintain an in-depth understanding of astronomy.  Keep abreast of trends, significant advances through 

professional associations, publications, seminars and similar means, to realize recognizable benefits to 

the Science Museum and the Springfield Museums Corporation.  Serve as a resource for scholars, 

scientists, educators, other museum personnel, and the public on matters relating to astronomy. Present 

lectures to various community groups; give presentations at professional meetings.                                      

Perform other duties as responsibilities necessitate, or as assigned by the Director of the Science 

Museum. 

 

QUALIFICATIONS: 

A Master’s degree with a minimum of 3 years of experience in a museum or educational institution 

preferred, a Bachelor’s degree and a minimum of 5 years of experience will be considered. Also 

required is a specialized knowledge in astronomy with an understanding of physical science involving a 

broad theoretical awareness.  Practical training and experience in the operation of a planetarium, 

knowledge of audio/video production, and a thorough understanding of all phases of exhibitions is 

required.  Excellent public speaking, fundraising, time management, and written and verbal 

communication skills are essential. Prior experience supervising others and working with committees 

and board members as necessary. This position requires working occasional evening and weekend 

hours, and the ability to lift up to 50 pounds. 

 

Please submit a cover letter and resume to Dave Stier by September 9, 2018. 

 
 




