
benefits 

Guided Access to Smithsonian Resources 
A dedicated staff connects Affiliates to programmatic resources, collections, and 
professional expertise at the Smithsonian while promoting Affiliate and Smithsonian 
collaborations.  

Smithsonian Collections 
National Outreach Managers help Affiliates navigate the loan process for each 
Smithsonian museum, guiding them in identifying collections to borrow from the 
Smithsonian. Short and long- term loans are available. 

Smithsonian Affiliations Logo and Tagline 
Smithsonian Affiliations logos and taglines are for exclusive use by Affiliates for 
marketing materials, brochures, and signage. Affiliates are the only organizations 
authorized to use Smithsonian branding materials. 

Smithsonian Affiliate Membership Program  
Affiliates have the unique benefit of offering two memberships in one― the Affiliate's 
organizational membership combined with a Smithsonian membership. An annual 
subscription to the Smithsonian Magazine or Air & Space Magazine, along with 
discounts at Smithsonian shops and theaters are highlights. 

Smithsonian Affiliate Reciprocal Membership Program 
A national network – Affiliates are invited to join the Affiliate Reciprocal Membership 
Program granting their members free admission at participating Affiliates across the 
country. 

Smithsonian Affiliations Visiting Professionals Program  
Full-time Affiliate staff interested in advancing their own projects, increasing their skills, 
and developing strong relationships with Smithsonian experts are invited to apply. 
Visiting Professionals spend two weeks working with Smithsonian counterparts on a 
specific project and then return to the Affiliate organization to apply their new found 
knowledge and skills.  

The Affiliate Blog and The Affiliate Newsletter   
The Affiliate Blog provides a common space for building stronger ties with Affiliate and 
Smithsonian colleagues by sharing stories about successful collaborations, 
programmatic opportunities and resources, and awards.  
www.blog-affiliations.org 

The Affiliate Newsletter, printed bi-annually, promotes significant collaborations in 
Affiliate communities and notifies members of Congress of Smithsonian outreach in their 
districts.  

eAffiliate newsletter 
Sent monthly, the newsletter keeps Affiliates and Smithsonian colleagues up-to-date on 
current events and opportunities. 

http://www.blog-affiliations.org/


Smithsonian Affiliations National Conference 
Affiliates are invited each year for an annual conference in Washington, D.C. Attendees 
meet people from around the Smithsonian during this event and colleagues from across 
the Affiliate network. Instructional sessions, hands-on workshops, and behind-the-
scenes tours are led by Smithsonian and Affiliate subject experts. A reception on Capitol 
Hill with Congressional representatives from Affiliate states and districts is a highlight. 
 

Smithsonian Traveling Exhibitions and Programs 
The Smithsonian Traveling Exhibition Service (SITES) and several Smithsonian 
museums offer a variety of traveling exhibitions based on Smithsonian collections and 
scholarship. In addition, Smithsonian scholars are available for guest lectures and public 
programs. Webinars, on-site programs and online workshops are also developed 
exclusively for Affiliates. 
 

Connect with Smithsonian Affiliations Online 
affiliations.si.edu is a portal to the Smithsonian and all it has to offer. Find us on 
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. Social media platforms enable Affiliates to share their 
collaborations beyond the Affiliate network. 
 

https://affiliations.si.edu/mainpage.asp
http://www.facebook.com/SmithsonianAffiliations
https://twitter.com/SIAffiliates
http://instagram.com/smithsonianaffiliates



