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New This Year!
Museum Roundtables

This year we are offering the opportunity to meet with senior staff members at your choice of several Smithsonian museums.  These museum roundtables will foster open communication and allow for the sharing of information and ideas.  All roundtables take place on Monday, June 2 at 2:00 and will last for 45 minutes.  Roundtable participants will then enjoy a behind-the-scenes tour in the same museum.
Museum Roundtables and Tours
Museum roundtable and Butterflies and Plants: Partners in Evolution Tour
National Museum of Natural History
Monday, June 2
Maximum: 35 people
Arrive at the National Museum of Natural History on your own and meet a Smithsonian Affiliations staff member who will direct you to the museum roundtable location.  After the roundtable, the group will move to the exhibit which is located on the second floor adjacent to the O. Orkin Insect Zoo.  You are encouraged to explore the Insect Zoo and the rest of the museum on your own at the end of the tour.  When you are ready, walk back to the hotel to rest or freshen up before the evening reception.
Butterflies and Plants: Partners in Evolution is one of the newest, most interactive, entertaining and educational Smithsonian exhibits yet.  Combining traditional and experiential learning, the exhibit provides visitors with a rare, up-close look at how butterflies and plants have evolved and diversified together over millions of years.  First, a Smithsonian curator will lead you on a tour of the exhibit hall which uses murals, timelines, videos and photographs to explore the co-evolution of butterflies and plants, from long before dinosaurs roamed the Earth to the present day.  Then, step into the live butterfly pavilion and wander among more than 300 tropical butterflies.  A Smithsonian curator will explain how these delicate creatures interact with their plant partners and each other.  You will learn how entomologists, botanists and paleontologists worked together to create these unique visitor experiences.
Please note:  Limited seating is available in the exhibit hall but there is no seating available in the live butterfly pavilion.  The temperature inside the pavilion is at least 80 degrees with 80% humidity so participants are encouraged to dress with these conditions in mind.  Photography is permitted.
Museum Roundtable and Exhibit on the Fly:  In Plane View Tour
National Air and Space Museum
Monday, June 2
Maximum: 50 people
Arrive at the National Air and Space Museum on your own and meet a Smithsonian Affiliations staff member who will direct you to the museum roundtable location.  After the roundtable the group will move to the exhibit gallery.  You may explore the museum on your own at the end of the tour.  When you are ready, walk back to the hotel to rest or freshen up before the evening reception.
“Exhibit on the Fly” is an informal gallery tour led by Carolyn Russo, the photographer of the new 
National Air and Space Museum exhibition In Plane View: Abstractions of Flight.  Consisting of 56 
large-format photographs showcasing the aesthetic quality of some of the Museum’s iconic aircraft, 

the exhibition directs viewers’ attention to the often-overlooked simple elegance of aircraft design. 
The photographs expose the bold colors, textures, shapes and patterns that characterize diverse 
flying machines, transforming technology into art.   

The exhibit is divided into five categories that reveal different layers of meaning through the 

unconventional representations of well-known air- and spacecraft.  The photographs are 
accompanied by quotes from famous aviators and artists, and essays by Anne Collins 
Goodyear, an art historian from the Smithsonian National Portrait Gallery who specializes 

in the relationships between art and technology.  A companion book with an introduction 
and essays by Collins-Goodyear and foreword by aerobatic champion pilot Patty Wagstaff is 
also available.  The exhibit will tour in 2009.

Exhibition photographer Carolyn Russo will talk about the creation of the exhibit from concept 
to stories about making the photographs, book, and exhibition.   Topics covered will include 
the importance and benefits of exhibition collaborators, and reaching wider audiences through 
art and traveling exhibitions.   

Please note:  Limited seating is available in the gallery.  Photography is permitted.
Hard Hat Tour of Renovation-in-Progress

National Museum of American History
Monday, June 2
Maximum: 15 people
Arrive at the National Museum of American History on your own and meet a Smithsonian Affiliations staff member who will direct you to the roundtable location.  After the roundtable the group will be escorted on a hard hat tour of the museum.  Return to L’Enfant Plaza Hotel on your own at the end of the tour.

The National Museum of American History closed on Labor Day 2006 for renovation.  Three key elements comprise the renovation: 1. new architecture including a skylight; 2) a new home for the Star-Spangled Banner at the center of the museum; 3) bringing the museum infrastructure into the 21st century to support its programs.  The museum re-opens in fall 2008.  Attendees will see the in-progress construction of the center core spaces and selected installation of exhibitions.

Please note:  Attendees will be required to sign a waiver form, must wear close-toed shoes and a hard hat (museum provided) and be able to climb stairs and stand during the tour.  The area is a construction zone and the exact nature of what will be happening during the tour is unpredictable.  Participants should expect that the area will be dusty and contain fumes (paint and terrazzo). Photography will be permitted in most areas. 
Or choose this hands-on workshop in place of a museum roundtable and tour:
Workshop

Young Children and Museums:  Meeting the Needs of this New Audience

Location TBD


Monday, June 2


Maximum:  40 people

The Smithsonian Early Enrichment Center (SEEC) is a model program in museum-based education for preschoolers and kindergartners.  It is a program for young children that utilizes the rich resources of the Smithsonian Institution and the surrounding museums for exploration and learning.  The Smithsonian’s model is built on the most current research in early childhood education and museum practice, leading the field in arts-based education for young children.

SEEC is a wonderful example of how museums can offer effective learning experiences for preschoolers and elementary students by considering how young children learn.  In this hands-on workshop, strategies for successful planning will be shared through model lessons.  Participants will be introduced to a framework for planning innovative programs that utilize children’s literature, fine art and objects to create interactive, multi-sensory gallery activities.  The ideas presented in this workshop are appropriate for any museum and are especially recommended for educators working with preschool through second grade students. 










